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SUBJECT: QUESTION OF AY ATT. ABIT, TTY OF NORWEGIAN DESIGNEE FOR CHAIRMAN 
OF COMMISSION II, FAO CONFERENCE MEETING, NOVEMBER 1977 

REF: ROME 11603 (NOTAL) 

1 . BRITISH AMBASSADOR TELEPHONED CHARGE MORNING JULY 25TH TO STATE 
THAT HE HAD JUST RECEIVED URGENT INSTRUCTIONS FROM LONDON TO MAKE 
A REPRESENTATION IN FAVOR OF NORWEGIAN CANDIDATE JOHAN DAHL FOR 
THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF COMMISSION II OF THE FAO CONFERENCE (REFTEL). 
BRITISH AMBASSADOR STATED THAT HIS IMPRESSION FROM DISCUSSING 

THE ISSUE WITH MFA SECRETARY GENERAL KRISTIANSEN WAS THAT THE GON 
IS MOVING TOWARDS GIVING A DEFINITIVE NEGATIVE RESPONSE IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE BASED ON THE ASSESSMENT THAT THE MFA CANNOT SPARE DAHL 
FOR THE JOB. 

2. THE AMBASSADOR ASKED IF THE EMBASSY HAD RECEIVED PARALLEL 
INSTRUCTIONS TO MAKE A REPRESENTATION TO THE MFA. CHARGE NOTED 
THAT IN THE JULY 14 MEETING IN ROME US REPRESENTATIVE HAD 
EMPHASIZED STRONG SUPPORT FOR DAHL BUT THAT TO DATE THE 
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EMBASSY WAS UNAWARE OF ANY FOLLOWUP REPRESENTATION BY THE 
USG ON THE SUBJECT:. IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT SUCH REPRESENTATIONS 
HAD TAKEN PLACE WITHOUT OUR KNOWLEDGE IN WASHINGTON OR ROME. 
BRITISH AMBASSADOR NOTED HIS PERSONAL VIEW THAT IF USG 
WAS INTENDING TO MAKE SUCH A REPRESNTATION, IT PRABABLY 
SHOULD BE MADE IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE BECAUSE OF WHAT HE 
SENSES TO BE AN IMMINENT NEGATIVE NORWEGIAN RESPONSE. 
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